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The incidence of brain tumors was: 4/115 (3.4%), 3/75 (4.0%), and 1/80
(1.3%), respectively, which indicated no statistically significant
difference between the control and treated groups.
Recently, Ishii e£ al^. (1981) also found no evidence for carcino-
genicity in chronic feeding studies with Wistar rats given aspartame or
a mixture of aspartame and DKP.  The FDA concluded that this study
provides additional evidence favoring the safety of aspartame (U.S.
Food and Drug Administration, 1981).
Groups of five male and female beagle dogs were fed aspartame at 0
(control), 1.0, 2.0, and 4.0 g/kg bw in their diet for more than 106
weeks.  No evidence of neoplasia was observed in any of the treated or
control groups (G. D. Searle and Co., 1973c).
Experimental Evidence; Mutagenicity. Aspartame and DKP were
negative in the Ames test with and without using the S9 fraction from
rats (G. D. Searle and Co., 1978a,b,c).  Similarly, no evidence of the
mutagenicity of these compounds was observed in the host-mediated assay
in rats and mice at doses ranging from 0.25 to 8.0 g/kg/day (G. D.
Searle and Co., 1972a,b, 1974c). Aspartame and DKP (1 or 2 g/kg
bw/day) were also negative in the ±n vivo dominant lethal assay in rats
(G. D. Searle and Co., 1973d).
Summary and Conclusions. Aspartame has been used as a sweetener
in Belgium and France only since 1981.  It has recently been approved
for use in Canada and the United States.  Consequently, there are no
epidemiological data pertaining to its effects on human health.
Aspartame appears to be negative in in vitro bacterial mutagenic-
ity tests, in the host-mediated assay, and in dominant lethal tests
in rats.  It has been reported to be noncarcinogenic in chronic feeding
studies in mice and dogs, most of which were conducted by G. D. Searle
and Company. Although a board of inquiry appointed by the FDA con-
cluded that aspartame may be neurooncogenic in rats, additional evi-
dence led the FDA to conclude that aspartame is not carcinogenic in
animals.
Butylated Hydroxytoluene (BET) and Butylated Hydroxyanisole (BHA)
Butylated hydroxytoluene (BHT) and butylated hydroxyanisole (BHA)
are widely used as food additives, mainly because of their preservative
and antioxidant properties.  These compounds are included in the FDA's
list of substances generally recognized as safe (GRAS).  Many studies
have been conducted to test them for acute and chronic toxicity under a
variety of experimental conditions, ranging from in vitro studies to In
vivo studies in animals (U.S. Food and Drug Administration, 1977a).
Based on the evidence from these studies, the FDA in 1977 recommended
that BHT be removed from the GRAS list and proposed interim regulations
pending future studies.

